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\ ! By Jim McGee . 

I Wflahiry^oo Port Staff Writer , 

• Sen. Alfonse M. D'Amato says be 
! made a promise to the people of 
: New York when he ran for the Sen* 

! ate in 1980: “Eiect me, I’D fightfor 
! you." 

| He has been true to his word. 

| During his 10 years in the Senate, 

f 

| the Long Island Republican has 
; used a blunt, outta-my-way style in 
S helping corporations, campaign con- 

• tributors and constituents alike. 

•: Pork-barrel politics and political 
I leveraging are nothing new in 
j Washington. But D’Amato's inten- 
j sity at playing the game has at* 

! tracted unwanted attention, includ-- 
! ing an ethics investigation. 

| Tm very aggressive by nature," 

I he said. "It goes to the essence of 
I what I’m about.”' 
j Ask the New York Metropolitan 

• Transportation Authority. It does 
j not usually hear from U.S. senators 

about the millions of dollars 
j awarded to subcontractors each 
; year. In 1987, as the agency was 

( 

. buying 200 new subway cars, 

: D'Amato sent a letter singling out a 
: prospective subcontractor the 
; Westinghouse Air Brake Co, of 

I Yonkers. J6LY. * . 

j Ask the National Park Service. In 
i 1988, it awarded a mu!timillion-dol- 
| lar concession for the ferry service 
1 to the Statue of Liberty, D’Amato 
I fired off a letter on behalf of the' 

| losing company, a Manhattan firm 
I owned by a campaign contributor, 
j “What federal policy goals are being 
! advanced here?” D’Amato’s letter 
I demanded. j 

• Ask the Long Island Rail Road. It 
: saw no need to renovate an aban* 

i See D'AMATO, A 16 , Col 1 
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D’AMATO, From A16 

doned station in suburban New 
York. : Nonetheless, D’Amato got 
Congress, to earmark $4.5 million 
for -the project last year; state tran¬ 
sit officials have declined to spend 
the money. 

D'Amato’® aggressive style- 
part ward boss; part tactician—has 
generated praise from some and 
scorn from others. Several months 
ago, it prompted a formal investi¬ 
gation by the Senate Select Com¬ 
mittee on Ethics after a D’Amato 
political foe accused him of bringing 
the Senate “into disrepute by reg¬ 
ularly exploiting his official position 
to financially enrich contributors, 
cronies and relatives.” He is one of 
seven senators now under scrutiny ' 
by the ethics committee. 

. The complaint—filed by Demo¬ 
crat Mark Green, the man D’Amato 
defeated in the 1988 election— 
cites several instances in which 
D’Amato supported grant applica¬ 
tions at the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development. (HUD) 
that benefited contributors, one of 
whom was a law client of his broth- • 
er, Armand D’Amato. The U.S. At¬ 
torney’s Office is conducting an ex¬ 
tensive investigation of HUD pro¬ 
jects in the New York region. 

‘WeVe AU Hew Yorkers* 

D’Amato says the. charges are 
absurd., “So what,” he said. *T mean, 
are you saying to me that people 
who have 'an interest in seeing to it 
that there is a representative who is 
responsive, they should not contrib¬ 
ute? Look, check every other sen¬ 
ator and congressman and you’ll 
find the same situation. ,.. Am I 
being held to a standard that is dif¬ 
ferent than anybody else?”. 

He said he supported more than 
l',200 HUD applications in the last 
decade and that, inevitably, some 
were from contributors, *T give spe* 
cial consideration to everybody,” he 
•said; 



D'Amato said his approach “may 

1— not be the traditional role for a sen- - 
ator,” but it is a rote he relishes, A 
/ friend and Mow New Y orker. HU D 
Atfred a fcA>» <t Uelfh_, 

1 1 ifexL-has a name for it. He calls 
D’Amato • “The Pothole Senator” 
and: retailed that -D’Amato once 
counseled him ^Jusf keep ih jnind: 

We’re aQ New Yorkers.” 

.Central to O'Amato’s view of his 
rote is encouraging, cajoiingof oth¬ 
erwise pressuring federal officials 
to make decisions, that favor his 
constituents. “Is that a problem?” 
D’Ainato said. “When I got elected I 
thought that was part of the job, to 
be an advocate .for; the people, to 
make those inquiries,” 

He resents the charges, pending 
at the ethics committee. “Look at 
any one of [them] and show me 
what we have done that is wrong,” 
D’Amato said during a three-hour 
interview in his office. At one point, 
he rose from his chair, moved About 
the room, then slammed his fist on 
the desk, *1 am what I am,” he said. 
.Freedom of Information Act re¬ 
quests to the General Services Ad¬ 
ministration (GSA), the Small Buss- - 
ness Administration (SBA) and the 
Urban Mass Transportation Admin¬ 
istration . (UMTA)- turned, up hun¬ 
dreds of letters from D’Amato. 

Most are. form letters, but many are 
from the senator personally. 

The paper trail tells-only part of 
the story. D’Amato is quick to tele¬ 
phone -New York-based administra¬ 
tors of various federal agencies. 

, m mm. «t-m 
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‘ Green’s ethics complaint, drawn 
primarily from news accounts of 
D’Amato's activities, asserts that 
some of these contacts were im¬ 
proper, For example, the complaint 1 
cites conversations that D’Amato 
had with New York's former U.S. 
attorney, Rudolph W. Giuliani, 
about three criminal cases, includ¬ 
ing a telephpne call on behalf of con¬ 
victed Mafia member Mario Gi- 
gante. 

D’Amato said Gigante's brother- 
asked him to ensure the sentence 
he received was fair. “I did call Ru-' 
dy," I)'Amato said. “I said ‘Rudy, 
will you take a look at this and see 
that it’s appropriate.' ” 

Did His Brother Benefit? 

Giuliani later toki New York re¬ 
porters that D'Amato did nothing 
illegal, but said he reminded the 
senator that “these are the type of 
things that should go lawyer to 
lawyer.... We shouldn’t be talking 
about these things. It's not good for 
you and it's not good for me.” 

There is no allegation in the eth¬ 
ics complaint that D’Amato has 
profited personally from any of 
these activities. D’Amato asserts 
that his net worth has stayed rough¬ 
ly the same during his 10 years in 
the Senate and that he has less pish 
on hand because of college tuition 
payments for his children, a claim 
consistent with his financial discing 
sure statements. 

The complaint does raise the 
question of whether D'Amato's ac¬ 
tions may have benefited Armand 
D’Amato. “To what extent, if any, is 
Armand D’Amato the financial ben-. 
eficiary ... of his brother's exer¬ 
tions on behalf of favored inter¬ 
ests?” thie complaint asks. 


D'Amato said several times dur¬ 
ing two interviews that he does not 
recall ever being lobbied by-his 
brother, although he said clients 
might hire Armand with that 
thought in mind. But the senator 
said, “If they go [to Armand] bet 
cause they think they're getting 
something extra, they are not.” 

Armand D’Amato declined to be 
interviewed. In Long Island he is- 
considered a politically influential 
attorney in his own right; he served, 
five terms in the state Assembly 
and formed a law firm known for its 
expertise in land use and develop 1 
ment matters. 



Sen. D'Amato said he knows of 
only one occasion when his brother 
contacted his office on behalf of a 
client; the call involved a contract 
for the Unisys.Gorp.,' a: New York-' 
based major defense contractor. 
D'Amato said the call was handled 
by his staff and he learned about it 
only much later. 

Unisys was seeking a $100 mil-, 
lion contract to provide computers 
for the Aegis missile defense sys¬ 
tem. In 1986, Congress required 
the Navy to hold an open competi¬ 
tion for the contract, but by Novem¬ 
ber 1987, the Navy had not held the 
competition and Unisys was impa¬ 
tient. .. . .- •" 1 ' 

- During this.period, Unisys re¬ 
tained Armand D'Amato's law firm 
“to monitor issues of interest to 
Unisys before the Congress and the 
Department of Defense," according 
to i Unisys spokesman, and paid a 
$35,000 fee to the law firm. 

At some point, Armand D'Amato 
contacted the senator's office and 
suggested that the senator send a 
letter to then-Navy Secretary 
James Webb inquiring about the 
status of the competition. A Dec, 1 
letter bearing Seri. D'Amato's sig¬ 
nature asked when the Aegis con¬ 
tract would be put out for compet¬ 
itive bidding. It did not mention ’ 
Unisys by name, but Unisys-was the 
principal.bklder and eventually won 
the contract 


“You get these letters from.ev¬ 
eryone imaginable,” Webb said. “So 
it really doesn't-suggest anything to 
■me other than the -guy’s trying to 
put pressure on us to make a deci¬ 
sion. To me it was sort of boiler-, 
plate.” 

A $fggg Pointed Qwagflons 

Whatever the outcome of the 
ethics inquiry,- recent interviews 
and D'Amato’s many letters to gov¬ 
ernment agencies illustrate his pen¬ 
chant for plunging ahead on behalf 
of aggrieved constituents. 

One example is New York marine 
developer Stephen Sloan, who came 
in second on a 1988 bid to provide 
ferry service to the Statue of Lib- 


3 


erty and turned to the New York 
. congressional delegation for help.. 
Three congressmen signed a low- 
. key memo asking for an expl^na- 
‘ tionjla fourth filed a protest to-fiie 
tGbneral Accounting Office.' '{[■ • 

- D'Amato;. hdwever, ; ' ; fifeid ; off -a 

rector asking\h'^.ttf'.pbioted: 
'questions. never-thcKight I'd get. a’ • 
' tetter -Bte- that <k j|toc£.a UiK- 

■ tor;” 

‘''■f- 'Sosa.; tod • tbps ‘ 

■ tolD'AmatoJa'id^paign since 

■ .1985, 'maiding 0 : .$l;{foO donation, 

h#', 

for' 

’ legal work bri & ihbririarcohdoahin- 
iugr:; jbf^e£C ; -Sen. 



D’Anihto said. “There are -... some 
questions that a citizen raises. A 
CITIZEN! It doesn’t matter if it's 
Citizen Sloan, who contributed to 
me, or hot,” ' 

D'Amato also writes to officials 
who are in positions to influence the 
awarding of bids on federally funded 
projects. Often, as in the case of let¬ 
ters to the New York Metropolitan 
Transportation' Authority (MTA), 
he is Writing to an administrator 
who regularly seeks his help on 
’Capitol HilL D’Amato is ranking 
' .'Republican'on the Senate Appro- 
. 'priafionh subcommittee oh trans- 
portatioa aindreiated ageacifcs. 

In lyfarch 1987, forjexample, 
D’Amato wrote to MTAXhairman 
Robert Kiley sayipg'that fte~wasr 


.......... -- ....- kets was 

among the prosp&trie .subcontrac- 
tors to build 200 subway cars—or 
would be if a prime dqntractor held 
an .open competition. K3cy dechned 
to intervene. “If MTAwere to in¬ 
trude upon the prime, contractor's 
discretion to award; the subcon¬ 
tracts" there could be legal prob¬ 
lems, he told D’Amato.'“We could 
not, however, and -will hot insist 
that prime contractors seteftoany 
particular vendor." ' 

A year later, D’Amato wrote 
Kitey about another contract. .1 am 
writing in strong support of a lad by 
General Rahway Signal of Roches- 
ter, N.Y., on a $ 10 ; ,miifi 9 n;prb]ect 
to upgrade the signal system at 
New York’s Grand.iCentral Tbrmi- 
nai," he wrote, noting that two oth¬ 
er competitors were foreign-bwtwh 





